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1.0 Introduction

The Households Sample File (HSF) contains census information for a one per cent sample of households in
occupled private dwellings and all persons counted within each selected household and a one per cent sample of persons
in non-private dwellings, on census night, 30 June 1981.

The release of this sample file is made possible by changes to the Census and Statistics Act 1905 which allow for
the release of data in the form of unit records where the information is not likely to enable the identification of a
particular person or organisation. There are no names or addresses on any census files held by the Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS) and for the sample files the ABS have suppressed or reduced the detail for some items of data to ensure
that the confidentiality of individuals is protected.

This file is released only under certain conditions of issue which are specified in Section 2.6 of Census 81— Sample
Files on Magnetic Tape (2165.0). It is important that all users, whether making use of the file shortly after receipt, or in
subsequent months or years, be fully aware of the information contained in Census 81-Sample Files on Magnetic Tape
(2165.0) on the permitted uses of the contents of the file and the penalties for its misuse.

Since the contents of the HSF are in coded form, another magnetic tape file—the Descriptor File for Households
Sample—has been prepared to simplify the production of tabular output from the HSF; it contains descriptions for
codes on the HSF in the format required in Table Producing Language (TPL), the tabulation software used by the ABS.
These descriptions are also contained in Appendix A. For users who have access to TPL, descriptors for the file can be
input directly to their computer system. If other software packages are used, some text editing and reformatting may be
necessary.

Accordmg to an agreement between the United States Bureau of Labour Statistics (who wrote TPL)and the ABS,
the ABS can supply some organisations with the package free of charge.

Inquiries about eligibility to purchase TPL should be directed to:

Assistant Statistician

Technical Services and Planning Branch
Computer Systems Division

Australian Bureau of Statistics

P.O. Box 10,

BELCONNEN 2616

2.0 Features of the Households Sample File

The HSF
(a) containsa record of census information for each person in the one per cent sample of unidentified households in
private dwellings and all persons within them, plus a one per cent sample of unidentified persons in non-private
dwellings;

(b) is further divided into 20 subsamples (ten subsamples containing persons in private dwellings, the other ten
containing persons in non-private dwellings, each subsample representing 0.1 per cent of the population) and the
file is sorted into order of subsample number;

(c) has all geographic references removed, other than a code showing major urban/ other urban/ rural, to ensure
that the confidentiality of households and individuals is protected;

(d) contains data on all persons in the selected households, and therefore allows a user to produce tabulations on
characteristics of households, dwellings, families and persons, and to study how characteristics of household or
family members are interrelated.

3.0 File structure
The HSF is distributed as a single reel of magnetic tape containing one data file. Section 4.0 describes the
information available.



Labelled reels have the following structure:

(load point)
VOLI label

HDRI1 label
HDR?2 label

(tape mark)
data blocks
(tape mark)
EOFI label
EOF2 label
{tape mark)
(tape mark)

A detailed description of the structure of the labels is available in Appendix B of Census 81—Sample Files on
Magnetic Tape (2165.0).

Unlabelled reels have the following structure:

(load point)

data blocks
(tape mark)
(tape mark)

Records on the HSF are 96 characters long. Block size is 2,016 characters, thus there are 21 records per block. The
last block on the file may be short.

4.0 Record structure

The records on the file are sorted into 10 groups, by subsample number. Each group is further sorted into private
and non-private dwellings. All fields in the record are numeric. Appendix A contains a detailed list of all the
characteristics and their classifications as they are held on this file.

The structure of the records is;

Field Start Length Range of
number position (bytes) Mnemonic Field name codes
1 1 1 RGN Subsample number 0-9
2 2 1 *DTP Dwelling type 1-2
3 3 1 *FST First person indicator 0-1
4 4 3 ~*AGE Age 0-109
5 7 2 *ALS Age left school 0-13
6 9 2 +*BPF Birthplace of father 1-40
7 11 3 « BPL Birthplace of individual 0-101
8 14 2 “BPM Birthplace of mother 140
9 16 2 <CIT Country of citizenship 0-21
10 18 2 DUR Duration of marriage 0-61

11 20 1 ¥EDI Attending educational institution 0-4
12 21 1 *ENG Use of English language 0-7
13 22 2 XFIN Family income 0-15
14 24 2 “FMC Family classification 1-54
15 26 1 “FNO Family number 0-5
16 27 1 *GNG Government/non-Government employment 0-7
17 28 1 "HRS Hours worked 0-6
18 29 2 INC Individual income 0-15
19 31 4 “IND Industry 0-9999
20 35 1 IUT Income unit type 0-6
21 36 1 MMO Number of marriages 0-3
22 37 1 xMST Marital status 1-5
23 38 3 “<0CC Occupation 0-870
24 41 2 “PER Period of residence in Australia 0-37
25 43 3 ¥ QAL Qualifications 1-904
26 46 1 *RAC Aboriginal/ Torres Strait Islander 1-4




Structure or records—continued

Field Start Length Range of
number  position (bytes) Mnemonic Field Name codes
27 47 2 ¥REL Religion 1-27
28 49 1 REV Resident/ visitor status 0-2
29 50 1 #«RLF . Relationship to family head 0-9
30 51 1 x RMC Usual residence 1981 0-1
31 52 1 *RMO Usual residence 1980 ~0-2
32 53 1 *RMV Usual residence 1976 0-4
33 54 1 ¥SEX Sex 1-2
34 55 1 *STC Occupational status 0-6
35 56 2 xTIS Total issue 0-16
36 58 2 £IPT Method of travel to work 0-96
37 60 2 XYOQ Year qualification obtained 0-10
38 62 1 “ABD Aboriginal dwelling 0-8
39 63 3 FALM Total mortgage payments . 1-401
40 66 1 X BED Number of bedrooms 0-8
41 67 2 FPD Females in private dwelling 0-29
42 69 2 . X HIN Household income 0-15
43 71 4 IMD Inmates in dwelling 0-6000*
44 75 1 MAT Material of -outer walls 0-6
45 76 2 MPD Males in private dwelling N 0-29
46 78 1 MUA Type of area ' 0-2
47 79 2 NFA Number of persons in first secondary family 0-58
48 81 2 NFB Number of persons in second secondary family 0-58
49 83 2 NFC Number of persons in third secondary family 0-58
50 85 2 NFP Number of persons in primary family 0-58
51 87 2 ANOC Nature of occupancy 0-17
52 89 1 NOF Number of families in household 04
53 90 3 *RNT Amount of rent paid 0-151
54 93 1 ¥STR Dwelling structure 0-9
55 94 1 TOT Number of rooms in private dwelling 0-9
56 95 1 X VEH Number of motor vehicles 0-6
57 96 1 Filler - —

* Note that the maximum number of people an occupied private dwelling can contain in 58; non-private dwellings may contain a higher number of
persons.

5.0 Using the data

Any counts derived from this file should be multiplied by 100 to obtain estimates of the total number of persons or
households in the population with the same characteristics. All estimates so obtained are subject to sampling error and
the sampling error on small cells can be very high. More details are contained in Appendix A of Census 81 —Sample Files
on Magnetic Tape (2165.0). '

The number of households and/or persons in each subsample is shown in the following table:

Private dwellings Persons in
Subsample non-private
number Households Persons dwellings
0 4669 14134 633
1 4669 13947 673
2 4669 13827 676
3 4669 13918 650
4 4669 14009 668
5 4669 13734 638
6 4669 14139 674
7 4669 13967 697
8 4668 14022 625
9 4668 13812 645




To assist in the validation of estimates produced from the sample file, some basic estimates obtained bythe ABS
from the file are:

Estimates for Australia

Total persons 14,608,800
Total persons aged 15 years and over 10,930,000
Total overseas born persons 2,974,300
Total employed persons 6,319,000 -
Total households ' 4,668,800
Total married persons 6,566,600
Total rented dwellings 1,156,900

To assist further in validation, seven pages of 34 census tables containing statistics for total Australia are
contained in Appendix B. These tables were produced from the census unit record file, not from the sample file, and
therefore do not contain any sampling error.

Users should note that monthly mortgage payments (ALM) is relevant only for dwellings with a Nature of
occupancy (NOC) value of 2, and Weekly rental payment (RNT) is relevant only for dwellings with an NOC value in the
range 4 to 15. ’



APPENDIX A

CODES AND DESCRIPTIONS FOR THE HOUSEHOLDS SAMPLE FILE
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APPENDIX C
INQUIRIES
Information Services WESTERN
St Andrew’s House AUSTRALIA

Sydney. NSW. 2000

(Box 796 GPO Sydney 2001)
Phone (02) 268 4395-6-7
Telex AA20819

Information Services TASMANIA
Commonwealth Banks Building

Cnr Elizabeth & Flinders Streets

Melbourne. VIC. 3000

(Box 2796Y GPO Melbourne 3001)

Phone (03) 652 6192

Telex AA30086

NORTHERN
TERRITORY

Information Services
345 Ann Street
Brisbane. QLD. 4000
Phone (07) 336 022
Telex AA40271

AUSTRALIAN
CAPITAL
TERRITORY

Information Services

City Mutual Centre

10-20 Pulteney Street

Adelaide. SA. 5000

(Box 2272 GPO Adelaide 5001)
Phone (08) 228 9439

Telex AA82106

For technical information, please contact:

Census Data Amdministrator
Output Planning and Production Group
Population Census and Demography Branch

Box 10 PO

Belconnen, A.C.T. 2616
Phone (062) 52 6013
Telex AA62020

Information Services
1-3 St George’s Terrace
Perth. WA. 6000
Phone (09) 323 5140
Telex AA92041 -

Information Services

Australian Government Centre
10th Floor

188 Collins Street

Hobart. TAS. 7000

(Box 66A GPO Hobart 7001)
Phone (002) 20 4437 or 20 4495
Telex AAS58098

The Statistician—Northern Territory
7th Floor,MLC Building

81 Smith Street

Darwin. NT. 5790

(Box 3796 PO Darwin 5794)
Phone (089) 80 2717

Telex AA85075

Information Services
Australian Bureau of Statistics
Box 10 PO

Belconnen. ACT. 2616

. Phone (062) 52 6627

Telex AA62020



